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MPS 225/STP576~Bioethics: Moral Issues from the Life Sciences 

Winter 2017 
Course Outline 

 

Class Dates: January 9 – April 24, 2017  

Class Meeting: Mon. 6:30-9:20pm, Eugene de Mazenod Room  
 
Instructors Name: Jason West, Ph.D. 
Office Hours, by appointment  
Phone# 780-392-2455 
Email address jason.west@newman.edu 

Course Description 
See Academic Calendar.  In this course we will begin with a review of ethical principles fundamental to addressing 
bioethical issues, in particular conscience and cooperation in evil.  We will then explore various moral issues that 
arise in the health care context.  The course will conclude with a reflection on the role of Catholic Hospitals and 
the ethical implications of the role of law and social policy in health care.  

Course Objectives 
1)  Understand and explain the Church’s teaching on bioethical issues in relation to pastoral situations;  
2)  Explain the reasons for those teachings and reply to the most significant objections which have been raised to 
them.  (N.B. This is by far the most important element of the course) 
3)  Understand the relation between moral theology, and ethical decision making; 
4)  To be able to relate the Church’s teaching and Catholic moral theology in a way that is pastorally effective; 
5)  Develop an ability to relate a theological approach to health care ethics to the Canadian context. 

Course Assignments and Evaluation  
MPS 225:  

1. 4-6 page take home assignment.  15%   
2. 3 page Reflection Paper 1: Discuss the ethical implications of abortion in relation to persons with 

disabilities.   20% 
3. 3 page Reflection Paper 2: A parishioner who has been diagnosed with a painful and terminal disease calls 

you. Being made aware of the now legal option for euthanasia he or she asks you to explain the Church’s 
opposition to euthanasia so that he or she can make an informed decision.  In light of what you have 
studied how would you respond to this request? 20% 

4. Take home final examination. 35%  
STP 576:  

1. 6-8 page take home assignment.  15% 
2.  5 page Reflection Paper 1:  Assess the ethical nature of the use of abortion by parents to control the 

results of pregnancy. 20% 
3.  5 page Reflection Paper 2:  Explain and assess Margaret Somerville’s objections to the legalization of 

euthanasia by the Canadian Supreme Court in the Carter Case. 20% 
4.  Take home final examination.   35% 
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Extensions will only be given in difficulties beyond your control (i.e. poor planning is not a good reason).  If you foresee needing an 
extension, see me ahead of time.  Extensions after the fact will only apply to emergencies 

Textbooks: 
1.  Anthony Fisher, Catholic Bioethics for a New Millennium.  Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2012. (Grad and 
undergrad) 
2. Margaret Somerville, Bird on an Ethics Wire: Battles about Values in the Culture Wars.  Montreal:  McGill-Queen’s 
University Press, 2015.   

General Academic Information 
Extensions will only be given in difficulties beyond your control (i.e. poor planning is not a good reason).  If you 
foresee needing an extension, see me ahead of time.  Extensions after the fact will only apply to emergencies. 
 
You are responsible for knowing about academic offences including plagiarism.  Information about academic 
offences and penalties is in the student handbook. 

Course Schedule 
Dates  Topics and Readings 
Jan 9  Introduction to course. Review/critique of consequentialism, deontology, natural law 
Jan 16   Ethical issues in contemporary society.  Fisher Ch. 1 (576-Somerville Ch. 1) 
Jan 23  Conscience and Church teaching.  Fisher Ch. 2 
Jan 30  Cooperation in evil.   Fisher Ch. 3 
Feb 6  When does life begin? Fisher Ch. 4  Take home assignment due   
Feb 13  Stems cell research.  Fisher Ch. 5 (576-Somerville Ch. 5) 
Reading Break 
Feb 27  Abortion and parental choice.  Fisher Ch. 6 (576-Somerville Ch. 6) 
Mar 6  Organ donation and transplants. Fisher Ch. 7 Reflection paper 1 due 
Mar 13  Artificial nutrition and unresponsive patients. Fisher Ch. 8 (576-Somerville Ch. 3) 
Mar 20  Euthanasia. Fisher Ch. 9 (576-Somerville Ch. 4) 
Mar 27  The nature and function of Catholic Hospitals. Fisher Ch. 10 
Apr 3  Political, legal and social dimensions of bioethics.  Fisher Ch. 11 (576-Somerville Ch. 3)  
  Reflection paper 2 due 
Apr 24  Take Home Final Exam Due 
   
 
Short excerpts from other texts may be distributed in class for which the students are responsible.  


